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LLesson One

The talent that is Shekhinah

Meet the talent

As a Singer/Songwriter from South Africa, Shekhinah has recently dropped her second album
this year and is already a fan favourite. Reaching the Top of the charts within the first week
and it continues to grow in popularity. Over her career she has received numerous awards
such as the MTV Africa Award, Sama’s, Afrima’s, and more - all in recognition of her talent.

| would say | fall into the Pop entertainment category. There are many roles i take on such as a
Performer, Producer, Content Creator, Creative director and more. What means most to me is
to be an Advocate for equal representation in the entertainment industry, from opportunities

to compensation - We should all be valued equally.

Promoting Women is key to Shekhinah's mission and is shown in her actions, the RoseFest
(Music festival created by Shekhinah) hosts a wide variety of strong, talented, and ambitious
female artists. The aim is to not only to promote and showcase the talents of these women but
to also motivate and inspire the female audience, to show their value and reach their potential.

What does Shekhinah Stand for?

| want to be an example for perseverance within the industry, where women are often
marginalised. To showcase good business conduct, self-discipline, multiple income streams
and a beacon of hope to all women. Showing the world that careers can be made on their
skills and passion they possess, regardless of the obstacles they may face. We are all here to
help each other and build one another up, for a shared success.

| am inspired by individuals such as H.E.R and Kehlani, both have been breaking boundaries
and pushing back the walls they face in their lives.

Ambition

My Dream goal is to have a song on the Top of the global billboard charts. To also write a song
for one of the leading international female artists in the future. Ultimately, writing is my
strongest passion | have - So | would like to end up in a Song writing career in the future.




Lesson Two

The Entertainment life

Ups and Downs

Benefits - Being able to perform my passion as a career is second to none and often doesn't
feel like a job. Getting to travel is a real benefit for me as | get to meet new people in new
places. Being your own boss and being responsible for your own day to day activities is a plus.
Being successful also allows me to help those disadvantaged in life, A portion of the proceeds
from our RoseFest are donated to Non-profit organisations and girls homes in South Africa.

Struggles - Financial uncertainty is difficult to deal with due to the entertainment industry
being unpredictable. There are many costs involved such as production, equipment, and
personnel. People often are not able to understand the realities of a career in entertainment. |
also find it difficult to separate myself from the business and brand.

Public Pressures

There are always expectations for you to be perfect, with the general public not wanting to
see your human side. You will be held to a higher standard which is unrealistic to keep up.

There are also expectations from organisations you work with, to simply turn on your creativity.
Everyone has their own process and ideal conditions to perform at the highest level. |
sometimes struggle with the pressures | place on myself, often trying to think about
everybody involved which can be quite demanding.



Lesson Three

Steps in the right direction

Informal - Breaking into the field?

Learn as much as you can from YouTube as there are so many lessons for free. From vocal
training, music lessons, song writing etc - There are loads of videos to teach you the basics
and help you build your talent.

Once you have created your own songs the aim should be to start performing as much as
possible - Anywhere and everywhere you can, this is the best way to practice your
performance and get critical feedback.

Formal - Breaking into the field?

If you have the financial resources, study at a private institution for a formal degree or diploma.
There are a variety of programs that would all benefit your career such as Sound engineering,
Music production, Live performance, and others.

Having your own equipment and software is a great benefit in building your sound and talent.
It is vital that you exercise your tool - So formal training in music, vocals, instruments, dance
etc - Always aim to strengthen your key asset.

Final suggestions for individuals wanting to make it a career?

Make the most out of online platforms such as SoundCloud and YouTube to showcase your
talents, this will help generate an organic following for your music. Avoid signing contracts
without fully understanding the business or ensure you have an entertainment lawyer involved
to help protect your rights as an artist.

It is Hard to be creative without discipline as no
one is policing you. Be consistent with your
passion and
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